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A house-museum

Setin the heart of what was once the village of
Passy, La Maison de Balzac - Balzac's house - is
the only one of the novelist's Parisian homes
still standing today. Itis housed in the
outbuildings of a «folly» builtin the late 18th
century. Pursued by his creditors, Balzac took
refuge there on October 1st 1840. He became
the tenant of a five-room apartment situated at
garden level. Hiding behind the pseudonym of
«Monsieur de Breugnol», the novelist lived for
seven years in this «temporary shelter», which
he found very convenient. By taking the
picturesque rue Berton below the house, Balzac
was within easy distance of the Passy gate and
hence the centre of Paris. He also had the use of
the garden, where he used to enjoy the quiet as
he picked flowers for Mrs Hanska: lilac and
early violets, «emerging into the Paris sunlight
in this carbon dioxide-filled atmosphere, where
flowers and books thrive like mushrooms».

«l like a quiet house...>»
«between the courtyard and the garden, as it
is the nest, the shell, the envelope of my lifex.
Honoré de Balzac.

But the house in Passy was first and foremost
the scene of unremitting work: «Working
means getting up at midnight every evening,
writing until eight o'clock, having lunchina
quarter of an hour, working till five o'clock,
having dinner, going to bed, and starting over
again the next day». The study, which
fortunately has been left as Balzac knew it,
still contains the writer's little table, which he
described to Mrs Hanska as «the witness of my
worries, my miseries, my distress, my joys,
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everything.. My arm has almost worn it out with
rubbing as I write». It was at this table that
Balzac proofread the whole of La Comédie
humaine (The Human Comedy) and wrote a
number of his greatest masterpieces, including
Une ténébreuse affaire (A Murky Business / The
Gondreville Mystery), La Rabouilleuse (The Black
Sheep), Splendeurs et miseres des courtisanes (A
Harlot High and Low), La cousine Bette (cousin
Bette) and Le cousin Pons (cousin Pons).

Balzac's house has become aliterary museum and
isnow composed of the writer's apartment, the
various rooms and outbuildings originally
occupied by other tenants,and a library. The three-
storey museum is situated on a hillside in Passy.

La Maison de Balzac is home to two organisations:
«Le Groupe d'Etudes Balzaciennes», which
publishes lAnnée balzacienne, and «La Société
des amis de Balzac et de la Maison de Balzac»,
which publishes Le Courrier Balzacien and
organises public lectures in the library on the
third Saturday of every month (except school
holidays).

Words and objects

The museum presents Balzac's personal
souvenirs,along with paintings, engravings and
objects related to his close friends, relatives and
contemporaries,and a large number of first
editions, manuscripts and illustrations. Visitors
can see famous portraits of the writer produced
by David dAngers, Dantan, Rodin and Falguiére,
paintings, prints,and documents concerning the
novelist's family, friends and contemporaries.

F®] Jean-Pierre Dantan
(dit le Jeune). Honoré de
Balzac. B Sculpture
room.EEl Garden of

La Maison de Balzac.

Oneroom is devoted to Mrs Hanska, whom
Balzac married after eighteen years of
passionate correspondence. The museum's
collections alsoinclude numerous literary items,
exhibited on arotating basis: manuscripts,
letters in Balzac's own hand, first editions, rare
books from Balzac's private library, and so on.
The «genealogy of the characters of The Human
Comedy» is depicted on a 6-metre-long chart
that lists 1000 of the 4000 to 6000 characters in
The Human Comedy. It is surrounded by several
hundred printing plates, and statuettes
representing the mostimportant protagonists
in Balzac's work. This remarkable display gives
some idea of the sheer immensity of the work -
«vaster than the cathedral in Bourges» -
produced in this house in Passy.

The study

This is the best-documented room in the house,
asitisoften mentioned in the writer's
correspondence. It was hung with red velvet
and black silk cords (letter to Mrs Hanska, April
1842). Much of the room was taken up with
books, and part of the «bric-a-brac» the writer
accumulated for his town house in rue
Fortunée, purchased in 1846. The study was
partially refurbished in 1914.

The library

The library of La Maison de Balzac is a centre for
documentation, research and study on Balzac. It
isopen to all-school and university students,
keen readers, researchers, specialists in the 19th
century,and so on. The collection, made of over
15000 documents and regular additions,
contains first editions, books printed by Balzac,
newspapers, bound volumes and illustrations
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from the Romantic period.
La Maison de Balzac also started a collection
dedicated to Theophile Gauthier.

Discover Balzac
from a new angle

LaMaison de Balzac organises regular exhibitions
designed to showcase the writer's lesser-known
works or underscore the relevance of his work to
today's world.

These events are an opportunity to exhibita
selection of the museum's graphic collection,
which contains alarge number of engravings and
drawings by some of the greatest 19th-century
lithographers, such as Daumier, Gavarni,
Grandville and Monnier, alongside works by past
and presentartists inspired by Balzac.

Inrecentyears, exhibitions have included «La
Comédie du Diable» (2005), «De la plume a I'écran.
Balzac en 3D» (2006) and «Une passion dansle
désert, de Balzac a Paul Jouve» (2007). This
exhibition presented ashort, surprising text by
Balzac, Une passion dans le désert, alongside
paintings, mosaics, sculptures and drawings by
Paul)ouve, one of the 20th century's finest wild life
artists, who in 1948 designed a luxury edition of this
work.Alarge part of the drawings and engravings
displayed were drawn from the museum's collection.
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¥ Gavarni (1804-1866),

Une maison- musée effet que Balzac corrigea I'ensemble de La Madame Hanska, que Balzac épousa apres dix- documents, et qui s’accroit régulierement, MAISON DE BALZAC au vendredi de 12h30 a hours: Tuesday to
Comédie humaine et écrivit quelques-uns de ses huit années de correspondance passionnée. comprend notamment des éditions originales, 47,rue Raynouard 18238‘?“?3‘10”‘&‘1' de Friday, 12.30-5.30pm;
Située au cceur de I'ancien village de Passy, la 75016 Paris 10h30 a 17h30 (sauf Saturday, 10.30am-

Maison de Balzac est la seule des demeures
parisiennes du romancier qui subsiste
aujourd'hui. Elle occupe les dépendances d’une
«foliex édifiée ala fin du XVIII® siecle. Poursuivi
par ses créanciers, Balzacy trouva refuge le I
octobre 1840. Il devint locataire d’'un appartement
de cing pieces, situé en rez-de-jardin. Caché sous
le pseudonyme de «M. de Breugnol», le romancier
vécut sept années dans cet «abri provisoire», dont

plus grands chefs d’ceuvre :Une ténébreuse
affaire, La Rabouilleuse, Splendeurs et miseres
des courtisanes, La cousine Bette, Le cousin
Pons...

Devenue musée littéraire, la Maison de Balzac
comprend aujourd’hui, outre 'appartement de
I’écrivain, les diverses pieces et dépendances
occupées alorigine par d’autres locataires et

Les collections du musée comprennent enfin
de nombreux documents littéraires présentés
par roulements :manuscrits, lettres
autographes, éditions originales, livres rares
provenant de la bibliotheque personnelle de
Balzac.. La«généalogie des personnages de La
Comédie humaine» est représentée par un
tableau long de 6 m ot sont référencés 1000
personnages surles 4 a6 000 de La Comédie

R

des livres imprimés par Balzac, des journaux,
desreliures et des illustrations de 'époque
romantique.

LaMaison de Balzac a entrepris également de
constituer un fonds consacré a Théophile Gauthier.

Découvrir Balzac
autrement

Tél.+33(0)15574 4180
balzac paris.fr

Métro Passy (1.6) ou

La Muette (1.9)

RER C Boulainvilliers ou
Radio France

Bus 32,50,70,72

®@:rue Chernoviz

il

jours fériés).
Consultation sur place
et possibilité de faire
des photocopies. Entrée
libre sur présentation
d’une carte d’identité.
Le catalogue est
disponible en ligne sur
balzac.paris.fr

5.30pm (except public
holidays). Documents
may be consulted on
site and photocopies
may be made. Open to
the public; proof of I.D.
required. The catalogue
is available online at
balzac.paris.fr
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Balzac, des tableaux, gravures et objets relatifs
ases proches et ases contemporains, ainsi

amassait pour son hotel de larue Fortunée,
acquis en 1846. Ce cabinet fut partiellement

dans le désert, de Balzac a Paul Jouve» (2007).
Cette exposition présentait un court et

quementsur réservation.
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Maison de Balzac.
[El Cafetiere de Balzac,

conservé la petite table de I’écrivain, «témoiny,
écrit-il a Mme Hanska, «de mes angoisses, de mes

A La maison vue du jardin.

I’écrivain exécutés par David d’Angers, Dantan,
Rodin ou Falguiere, des peintures, des

du pommeau).
El Bibliotheque.

La bibliotheque de la Maison de Balzac est un
centre de documentation, de recherches et
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I'un des meilleurs artiste animalier du Xx®
siecle, qui concut en 1948 une édition de grand

septembre ajuin.
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toJune. Programme
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Illusions Perdues.

Mon bras I'a presque usée a force de s’y

d’lllusions perdues avec

du romancier, ses proches et ses

Riesener, Théophile

étudiants, amateurs, chercheurs, spécialistes

Paris, Maison de Balzac.

dessins et gravures exposés provenaient du

Durée des visites

tours: 1 hour 15
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